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Asbestos Cancer Victims to Face New Hardships if 
Controversial Legislation Becomes Law 

 
HB 380 Protects Corporations that Killed Ohioans, First of its Kind in the Country 

 
Columbus,  December 3, 2012 —The Ohio Senate will consider an unprecedented 
bill this week that would grant sweeping legal protections to the asbestos industry 
for knowingly killing Ohio workers.  Asbestos cancer victims and their families are 
fighting back and calling on Governor Kasich to stand-up to corporations and to be 
their voice.  
  
Bob Groff of Avon, Ohio knows all too well why this fight is important.  Bob’s 
granddaughter Sarah Groff Edelman was diagnosed with mesothelioma at the 
young age of 21.  There is one known cause of mesothelioma – exposure to 
asbestos fibers.  For years, as Bob looked after his granddaughter while working on 
brakes in his garage, they were both breathing in asbestos fibers.  Sarah survived 
only after numerous, painful surgeries.  Bob has also been diagnosed with an 
asbestos-related disease.  
  
“We need Governor Kasich and Ohio’s Senators to stand-up to the corporations 
that have killed thousands of our neighbors and brought pain and misery to their 
families,” said Mr. Groff.  “Too many Ohio workers have died. Our elected officials 
should not limit justice.” 
  
The legislation, HB 380, will have a direct impact on thousands of Ohio families.  Ohio 
has the nation’s eighth highest rate of asbestos deaths.  This bill would create 
extreme barriers to justice for Ohio asbestos cancer victims by allowing corporate 
defendants to delay trials and deny accountability.  These tactics cause further 
injury to asbestos cancer victims who live, on average, less than a year after 
diagnoses.  
  
“This bill is designed to give a handout to the asbestos industry while robbing dying 
cancer victims of their constitutional rights,” said Anthony Gallucci, President of the 
Asbestos Victims Coalition.  “The asbestos industry should be held accountable for 
the thousands of deaths and injuries.” 
  



This bill was written and given to Ohio lawmakers by lobbyists for the asbestos 
industry and two corporate front groups working on the industry’s behalf.  The bill is 
based off of model legislation provided by the American Legislative Exchange 
Council (ALEC), a group that wines and dines legislators across the country in order 
to pass bills to protect its corporate members.  The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
which, unlike local chambers, represents multinational corporate interests, has also 
hired lobbyists to push this bill.    
  
If passed, this would make Ohio the first state in the nation to severely restrict claims 
of dying asbestos victims in this way.  Other states may follow.  Similar legislation has 
already been introduced in states such as Oklahoma, Louisiana, Texas and West 
Virginia. In addition, there are federal proposals on asbestos introduced in both the 
U.S. House and Senate.  
  
When HB 380 was being considered in the Ohio House, Mr. Groff and his 
granddaughter testified and asked legislators to reject the bill.  They hope their 
pleas will not fall on deaf ears.   
 

### 
 
Asbestos Facts: 

 Asbestos-related diseases kill at least 10,000 Americans every year. 
 Ohio has the eighth highest rate of asbestos deaths in the country. 
 At least 1,356 people have died in Ohio from mesothelioma since 1999. 
 Experts believe the true death toll is at least five times higher. 
 Asbestos-related diseases have a 20 to 50 year latency period, which means 

many of those exposed decades earlier are dying now. 
 Asbestos is still legal in this country. 

 
Controversy Surrounding HB 380: 

 Only the asbestos industry and its corporate front groups support this bill. 
 The bill was originally scheduled for a committee vote in May, but was unable 

to draw enough support.  This prompted reshuffling the committee in order to 
secure a majority vote. 

 This same legislation was vetoed in a bipartisan vote in December 2008. 
 Legislation passed in 2004 already provided an unprecedented handout to 

the asbestos industry and resulted in the dismissal of approximately 90 
percent of pending asbestos cases. 


