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Rep. Goyal Introduces Bill to Modernize Injection Well Laws 

Bill is part of bipartisan effort to make fracking industry safer 
 
COLUMBUS – State Representative Jay P. Goyal (D-Mansfield) introduced legislation today that will make changes to 

current injection well laws.  Injection wells are used for the disposal of waste fluids from hydraulic fracturing, or 

“fracking.” 

 

“Given that the production of shale oil and gas will soon be booming in Ohio and has the potential to bring many new jobs 

to our state, it is essential that we require companies to maintain practices that keep the public and our environment safe,” 

Rep. Goyal said.  “Current regulations on the shale gas and oil industry are not strong enough and have branded Ohio as 

one of the weakest states in the nation on this issue.” 

 

As part of the fracking process, a significant portion of fluids containing water, brine, sand, and toxic chemicals comes 

back to the surface along with the oil or gas.  Rep. Goyal’s legislation aims to ensure that the waste water produced from 

fracking be safely disposed of. 

 

Among other provisions, key parts of the legislation would give local communities more control and increase public 

notice requirements.  Local governments would be given the ability to veto a permit for the construction of a new 

injection well if they passed an ordinance or resolution in opposition.  Additionally, well operators would be required to 

conduct tests of the waste water to help make communities better aware of the chemicals that could potentially seep into 

ground and drinking water. 

 

In order to prevent earthquakes like the ones near an injection well in Youngstown, Rep. Goyal’s bill will require 

seismological testing to ensure wells will not be built directly over a fault line.  

 

“A number of my constituents contacted my office and requested that I take action on this issue,” Rep. Goyal said.  “This 

legislation is a direct response to their request.  Many who called my office or met with me in person were angered by the 

fact that they feel they have no control over whether or not a well could be built in their own backyard.  They feel a real 

sense of danger about the possibility of their drinking water being contaminated by toxic chemicals and I agree with 

them.”  

“We’ve done a lot of work over the last few months to fine-tune many facets of this bill.  We’ve made sure our increased 

regulations are not overly burdensome to the industry, and yet go a long way to making the industry safer,” said Rep. 

Goyal.  “In fact, a recent news article reported that an energy company estimated that water recycling in the Marcellus 

shale in Pennsylvania saved it $6 million a year.  By requiring companies to recycle their waste fluids, we are both 

helping their bottom lines and environment at the same time.” 

 



Rep. Goyal announced last month the formation of the “Responsible Shale Energy Development” Caucus.  RSED 

members are currently working on a series of bills that aim to make the shale oil and gas industry safer and better 

regulated. 
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