
PROPOSED ‘FRACKING’ GUIDELINES

Activists want rules on drilling
tigh tened

Environmental advocates are pushing back at proposed state oversight
rules f or oil and gas drilling in O hio’ s U tica shale.

T he N atural R esources D ef ense C ouncil sent its response,  signed by  more
than 2 0  groups and individuals,  to the O hio D epartment of  N atural
R esources,  pushing the agency  to make the rules more clear and stringent
f or horiz ontal drilling and hy draulic f racturing,  or “ f racking. ”

S uggestions range f rom how  long cement should be lef t to set,  to giving
proper training and drilling notice to inspectors w ho w ill have the f inal say
at drill sites.

T he comments stress that O hio should look to neighboring P ennsy lvania,
w here drilling in M arcellus shale began in 2 0 0 5 .

“ L et’ s learn the lessons f rom states like P ennsy lvania and states out W est
that have had y ears of  ex perience and y ears of  mishaps concerning deep
shale drilling, ”  said T rent D ougherty ,  director of  legal af f airs f or the O hio
Environmental C ouncil,  one of  the groups signing on to the rules response.

A n O D N R  spokesman said that the staf f  w as compiling a report on the
comments received bef ore M onday ’ s deadline,  and that report w as not
immediately  available.

R ichard S ahli,  an environmental attorney  and principal author of  the
N atural R esources D ef ense C ouncil’ s response,  said the state’ s draf t rules
should be much tougher.

“ T hese standards are j ust too w eak,  and w e hope to convince the state
there needs to be a better balance of  the desires of  the industry  and the
needs of  people f or drinking w ater, ”  S ahli said.

T remendous amounts of  w ater are used in the f racking process,  and
advocates w orry  that chemicals w ill pollute the soil,  groundw ater and
drinking w ater.  T he state w on’ t ask drilling companies to disclose all the
tox ic chemicals used in f racking or subj ect them to mandatory  w ater-
pollution tests.

L ast w eek,  the U . S .  Environmental P rotection A gency  announced f or the
f irst time that f racking might be to blame f or groundw ater pollution in a
tow n in W y oming.  T he draf t f inding could have signif icant implications
w hile O hio and other states try  to determine how  to best regulate the
process.

B ut proponents say  the practice,  w hich is not new ,  is saf e.  G ov.  J ohn
K asich has called the prospect of  drilling in U tica shale a “ godsend”  f or
O hio.

H ow ever,  S ahli said that even more troubling than the construction and
drilling rules is the permitting process that comes f irst.  T he application f or
a permit to drill is one page and lacks any  q uestions about geology  and
potential problems,  he said.
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